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The foregoing is the concluding portion of a touchingly
sorrowful article contributed to The Survey Graphic of
December 1941 by the celebrated Dr. Maude Royden
of the Guildhouse, London. She is one of the foremost
pacifists of the West. Like many she has felt compelled to
revise her position and is now most reluctantly but fully
ranged on the side of the defenders of the British Isles.
The article demands a considered reply. I have been
in constant touch with the Western pacifists. In my opinion
Dr. Royden has surrendered her position in the portion
I have quoted. If individuals have lived up to the Christian
teaching (i.e. on non-violence) and that on a small scale,
one would think practice should make such a life possible
for many people and on a large scale. It is undoubtedly
wrong and jjjpolish "to act as though one had the power
which in fact one has not". "But," says the worthy writer,
"such power does not come to those who have not disciplined
themselves, at the last moment, in the hour of need."
I suggest that with the knowledge of the defect no
time should be lost in seeking to remove it. That by itself
is doing not only something but the right thing. To deny
one's faith by contrary practice is surely the worst thing
one can do.
And I am not sure that "doing nothing is the worst
expedient of all". In septic treatment, for instance, doing
nothing is not only expedient, it is obligatory.
There is no cause whatsoever for despondency, much
less for denial of one's faith at the crucial moment. Why
should not British pacifists stand aside and remodel their
life in its entirety? They might be unable to bring about
peace outright, but they would lay a solid foundation for it
and give the surest test of their faith. When, in the face of
an upheaval such as we are witnessing, there are only a few
individuals of immovable faith, they have to live up to their
faith even though they may produce no visible effect on the
course of events. They should believe that their action will
produce tangible results in due course. Their staunchness
is bound to attract sceptics. I would also suggest that indi-
viduals like Dr. Maude Royden are not mere camp followers

